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STATE ECONOMY — UNEMPLOYMENT 

464. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Is this sharp rise in unemployment and the loss of jobs not a marker of the impact 
of this government’s budget and decisions on fees and charges on the economy? The government is kicking the 
guts out of it. 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The answer is clearly no. We are a party and a government that supports employment. You might recall, Mr Speaker — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, you might recall that during the term of the last government, the unemployment 
rate in Western Australia was the worst in the nation. The Liberal Party inherited an economy that was nationally 
ranked as the best in Australia and finances that were nationally ranked by CommSec as the best in Australia, and 
it handed it over in not seventh position, not sixth position, but eighth position. Think about how many jurisdictions 
there are in Australia—how many are there? Eight! So the Liberal Party took it from first to last. That is the 
Liberal Party’s record, Leader of the Opposition, and that is the former Premier’s record, sitting back there. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I want to create an environment where Western Australians have the opportunity to get jobs, 
and that is what we are doing, but I note that the member for Cottesloe was in the Western Suburbs Weekly and 
said — 

No, I don’t (have a timetable), but in any case I’m not about to step down. 
We are trying to create jobs in this state so that if the member for Cottesloe steps down, he can get a job in 
Western Australia. We want him gainfully employed. We do not want him sitting here writing questions for the 
Leader of the Opposition. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We want him out there creating jobs and opportunities and being productive in our 
community, rather than writing questions for the opposition—stealing the airtime from the opposition! Stealing 
the media from the Leader of the Opposition! We want the member for Cottesloe gainfully employed. 
We are a party of jobs, we are out there fighting for jobs for Western Australians, and we have a budget that we 
want to get through the house to get the state back on track. It is up to the Liberal Party now. The test is on it; it 
needs to support it. 
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